The Were-Eds and the White Wolf

Part 3
The Castle from the Sky

Double D looked at Eddy in surprise, how could they know about that?  Ed smiled softly, pointing to the bandage on his head and said, " you weren't the only one to pass out Double D." 

"Oh Ed," cried Double D, "are you okay?"  Ed just smiled and said, "yeah I'm fine."

"How do you guys know about Xander," asked  Double D.  Eddy looked frustrated and everyone else was quiet, waiting to hear what Double D had to say.

"He spoke to me werewolf to werewolf," said Ed, "he told me a sad story and asked me to help him."

"Yeah," said Lee sarcastically, "he told us all that nice little story, didn't he girls?"  May and Marie, nodded quietly.  "You guys passed out too," asked Double D.

"Yeah they did," started Eddy, "after you told me about your dream, I went to talk to them about anything weird going on, suddenly all three of them just fell flat."  May grabbed Ed in a forced hug, much to his dismay, and said, "when we woke up we came right away, especially since big Ed might be in trouble." 

"You were out the longest Double D," said Kevin, "we all figured that he must have told you something else."  Double D looked at the group, he could tell they knew something was wrong.

"He told me the same story," started Double D, "but he also explained whats going on inside of me."

Double D then explained to everyone else about the two bloods fighting it out for supremacy in his body, and the risk it posed him physically.  Everyone looked shocked, no one had any idea that Double D could be in serious trouble.  Marie looked the most concerned, she stared at Double D intently.  "He said that he could help me," Double D said quietly, "if we could help him first."  "How do we help this guy then," asked Sarah loudly, "we don't even know how to find him!"

"He told me to go to the construction site tomorrow," added Ed, "he said we would find him there."  Marie spoke up next, "what I wanna know is why he only contacted the five of us?"  "Well, thats easy," said Double D, "we all share one common trait, we all have supernatural blood flowing in our veins."  Everyone fell silent, they thought those days were over.  They had all hoped that their days would be normal from now on.

"So what do we do now," asked Johnny, "should we help this guy?"  "This guy sounds like bad news," said Kevin angrily.  "Yeah he sounds scary," said Jimmy, hiding behind Sarah.  "Guys," said Nazz, "thats not fair, we don't know what he's like."

"Well I'm going," said Double D getting up slowly, "he offered me his help, and I can't just ignore his own request."  "Me too," added Ed, "I wanna help Double D and Xander."  The two looked at Eddy who stood in the corner with a frown on his face.  He didn't like the fact that his friend was in trouble, but he wasn't sure what to think about Xander.  Finally he said, "well I'm not going to let you two go alone, your helpless without me."  Ed and Double D smiled at their friend glad that he was coming along.  

Lee spoke up, "well I ain't gonna let my man get hurt doing anything weird."  Eddy shivered a little a said angrily, "I ain't your man!"  Ignoring Eddy's protest, Lee said, "we're going too!"  Double D looked over at Marie, she glanced back at him and shot him a secret smile.  Double D blushed, smiled, and looked down so no one could see his face.

Suddenly Rolf surprised the group when he said, "Rolf with join the Ed boys, Rolf wants to meet this white wolf boy."  The other children looked at Rolf, then Kevin said, "we've been through worse with you dorks, how bout it guys lets help these guys out."  A rousing cheer confirmed that everyone was going, now they had to prepare.

"Xander said the castle itself was cursed," said Double D thinking hard, "he said that there were enchantments all over the castle to stop the spell from being broken."  

"So we have to be really careful huh," asked Eddy, "we don't know what can happen."  Everyone looked a little nervous, the thought of confronting strange magic made them a little leery.  Ed cheered everyone up a little when he said, "hey don't worry about it, we have each other to help out, we can deal with anything that comes at us."

"How do we break the spell anyways," asked Nazz, "all we know is that Xander is under a sleeping spell."  Double D thought back to what Xander had told him, he then said, "Xander told me there was a book that he found the spell in, maybe if we find that book we could find out how to break the spell."

"Great," said Eddy, "we're looking for one book in a castle, thats going to be easy."  "Its the only lead we have to go on Eddy," said Nazz, "we have to at least try."

The gang planned for the rest of the night, before deciding to meet at the construction site early the next morning.  As the others went home Double D saw how his friends were willing to help, he sighed and thought, "its good to have friends."  

Marie decided to hang back, she went to Double D and said, "the sooner we help this Xander guy, the sooner we can help you."  Double D smiled and replied, "yeah, I really do think he wants to help."  Marie smiled and kissed Double D softly on the cheek, "I would do anything to help you, when its time to stop whats going on inside you, I want to be there."  She looked at Double D with eyes full of love and concern, he held her in his arms tightly.  There they stood thinking about what tomorrow would bring, holding each other into the night.

The dawn rose over the cul-de-sac, silent and serene belying the intensity of the task ahead.  Double D rose from a dreamless sleep earlier than anyone else.  He wanted to prepare mentally for the task ahead, he was going into a strange and possibly dangerous place for a total stranger.  Yet, he had felt a connection with Xander; he couldn't explain it but there was a bond between them.  He left to meet with Ed and Eddy in the cul-de-sac while they waited for the others to arrive.  By the time the last of the stragglers arrived, dark clouds had gathered over the construction site in the distance.  "Well, that can't be good," said Johnny, "Plank says thats an bad sign."  Sarah and Jimmy whimpered at the site of the dark clouds.  Ed, saw how scared they were and said, "don't worry baby sister, I will protect Jimmy and you from anything that happens."

"Hey," said Eddy suddenly, "where are the Kankers?"  Everyone looked around, but there was no sign of the three sisters.  Double D answered, "I told them just to meet us at the construction site because they live so close."  "That makes sense," said Ed, "and it saves us time waiting for them."

"Well then," said Rolf, "lets get going, we can't keep the white wolf boy waiting."

Nobody really felt like talking while they made their way to the construction site.  None of them knew what to expect once they got there.  Kevin was the first to say anything when he asked, "so this castle is just going to what, appear out of nowhere?"  "I think it might be too much to say it would be an actual castle," laughed Double D, although he couldn't be too sure. 

Just as they were almost at the construction site, they heard rustling coming from the bushes next to them.  They stopped and stared at the bushes, everyone was tense not knowing what may come out.  Suddenly Lee stepped out of the bushes, she smiled nastily and said, "finally decided to show up huh?"  May and Marie came out next, May ran over and hugged Ed hard while he screamed, "Aahh, girl germs!"  Marie just nodded her acknowledgment of the others but shot a quick smile to Double D.

Continuing on as a whole, the group made their way to the construction site.  They found themselves on a small ridge just above the empty site, looking to see if anything happened.  The site was desolate, the unfinished houses and silent construction equipment had never seemed creepier.  The dark clouds swirled above, centering above the site.  A gust of wind blew a cloud of dirt across the site.  Eddy shouted, "This is stupid, what do we do now!?"

Suddenly a bolt of lightning struck the site dead center, the flash causing the group to recoil and cover their eyes.  When they recovered they stared at the burn mark on the ground, a low rumble coming from underneath them.  "What was that," asked Sarah, Jimmy was holding on to her shaking.  "I don't know," said Double D.  Just then Johnny shouted, "look at the construction equipment!"  They all stared at the site, looking to see what was happening.  What they saw left them speechless, all of the construction equipment was disappearing!  The equipment was becoming more and more transparent until it was simply gone.  The same thing was happening to the unfinished houses, they too soon vanished leaving the site a completely empty lot.  

"Whats going on," asked Eddy, his voice trembling slightly.  Nobody had time to answer as the ground rumbled beneath them.  Starting from the burn mark left by the lightning, grass began to grow all over the site.  Soon the ground was covered in a large green lawn, covering the entire site.  The ground shook slightly as trees began to literally pop out of the ground, their trunks growing skyward as leaves covered their branches.  Where once had been an empty lot, now an avenue of trees lead towards a growing hole in the ground.  The ground in the center of the lot sank, making a deep depression while pipes and wires appeared out of the ground.  "That looks like a basement," said Kevin over the rumbling.  A whistling sound from above drew their attention to the sky, stone blocks began to fall from the clouds hitting the ground with deep thuds.  The stones fell around the perimeter of the lot, landing on top of each other forming a tall stone wall around the land.  Vines began to grow up the wall, and soon it was covered in green, as if it had been there for years.  The stones that fell on either side of the street began to form two small towers.  When suddenly what looked like black vines began to grow between the two towers, swirling and moving forming an ornate gate of wrought iron.

"This is awesome," said Ed, "I've never seen anything like this."  Jimmy piped up, "look, flowers!"  All over the lawn flowers and bushes grew, forming formal gardens some with fountains that fell from the sky.  Soon gravel began to rain from the sky, forming a drive up to the hole in the ground from the gate.  The group marveled at the beauty literally growing in front of them.  Even though this was something that should never be able to happen, it had a strange beauty all its own.   As the last of the flowers grew, the rumbling from the ground slowly quieted then stopped.  What had once been the construction site they had all grown up with, now was a formal estate with a giant hole in the ground.  Just like that, it was over.  The group stared at the new gardens, unable to fully take in what they had just seen.  Finally May said, "is that all, where's the castle?!"  Nobody could answer that, even if they tried.  Double D then said, "I don't understand, what was the point of all that if there is no castle?"  Just then Nazz stammered out, "guys, look up," she pointed up to the clouds overhead.  Everyones head turned skyward, looking to where Nazz was pointing.  If the group wasn't astounded before, then what they saw next made their jaws hit the ground.

The clouds ripped open to reveal a large dark mass descending from the heavens.  As the mass came into focus the stunned group could see it was a huge estate house.  This house was larger than anything they had ever seen and looked like a large chateau.  Double D could see the house was classically proportioned but clearly French in decoration.  As the sun cut through the clouds, it illuminated the forest of chimneys, turrets, and statues covering the roof line.  A large clock held pride of place in the center of the facade..  The sun reflected off the glass of the windows causing a dazzling effect due to the house rotating as it glided towards the ground.  Slowly it lowered closer and closer to the ground, turning until it lined up perfectly with the hole in the ground.  The basement slipped into the hole and the house came to rest on the ground with a soft thud.  As if trying to tie the house to the ground, vines began to grow up the walls all over the house.  Soon everything fell silent, the house looked as if it had always been there even though it stuck out painfully with its suburban surroundings.

"Well that was an entrance," said Eddy sarcastically, "not quite the castle I had in mind but hey, its not my house."  He started walking down the ridge towards the gate, he turned and said, "well, you guys coming?"  His comment woke everyone from the stupor of awe they were in.  Double D replied, "right behind you Eddy."  "That was cool," said Nazz, "thats the only way to move!"  "Do not be fooled trendy Nazz girl," said Rolf, "don't forget the magic thats on that house."  Everyone paused for a moment, they had been so caught up in what they just saw that they forgot about the curse on the house.  They made their way up to the gate of the property.  As they looked through the gate at the house, the gate opened by itself with a loud creak beckoning them inside.  "Thats creepy," whimpered Jimmy.  Kevin gulped and pulled his had down on his head.

Double D stepped forward, a small gust of wind blew into the estate, almost like it was trying to push in in.  "Well, we should get going," said Double D, looking at everyone with a look of determination.  His confidence seemed to spread because everyone followed him inside.  The gate slowly closed behind them with a clang.  "There, no going back now," said Johnny.  They made their way up to the front doors of the house, the house seemed to grow more and more ominous as they got closer.

"Is everyone ready," asked Double D,  everyone silently nodded and he replied, "lets go in then. With that he pushed open the heavy wooden door to the foreboding mansion.
